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was no duty to support his child other than that imposed by the poor 
law of Elizabeth. (Garnett, Children and the law, p. 2.) The Iowa 
statute gives to women legal competence and lays on the wife, with the 
husband, the duty of meeting family expenses. The change brought 
about in the position of the husband by this one clause is almost as great 
as that brought about in the position of the wife and while the separate 
existence of the woman is recognized, the unity of the family receives 
recognition equally effective. 

In the opinion of the reviewer, another arrangement of topics would 
have simplified the presentation of the material, as the problems of 
educational and professional limitations have little or nothing to do with 
the doctrine of coverture, while it is impossible to discuss the personal 
rights of women without introducing that doctrine. It would therefore 
have been easier to follow if the discussion in chapters 3 and 4 had 
preceded that in chapter 2 and if all the topics in which marriage is a 
factor had been brought together. This is a question of judgment, 
however, and the study is so intelligently and dispassionately presented 
that criticism on this point may well seem carping. 

S. P. Breckinridge 

A study of state aid to public schools in Minnesota. By Raymond Asa 
Kent, Ph.D., sometime assistant professor of education in the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota. [Studies in the social sciences, number 14] 
(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota, 1918. 183 p. $1.00) 

In his study of state aid in Minnesota, Mr. Kent makes available to 
students of education the data and the method upon which the public 
education commission, created in 1913, and of which he was secretary, 
based its conclusions and recommendations. 

There are two forms of state aid in Minnesota : the current school fund, 
distributed to all schools on the basis of the number of children attend- 
ing forty days or more; and special aid distributed on the basis of 
classification of schools and departments. It is with the problem of the 
special aid that Mr. Kent deals. The nature of his study can be indi- 
cated most concisely by the titles of his chapters : ' ' The problem, " " His- 
torical summary of legislation affecting state aid," "Special aid to high 
schools, " " Special aid to graded schools, " " Special aid to rural schools, ' ' 
' ' Special aid to high, graded, and rural schools compared, " " Special aid 
to industrial departments, ' ' with a final chapter of ' ' Conclusions. ' ' The 
text is interspersed with seventy-six tables and followed by four appen- 
dices and bibliography. 

A serious defect in form is the lack of an index. Furthermore, a 
fuller interpretation of several of the tables would have been desirable. 
Mr. Kent, however, has organized his data and presented his conclusions 
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in a scholarly and convincing fashion. His study is an exceedingly 
painstaking, valuable, and significant contribution to the all-important 
and thus far very inadequately treated subject of school finance. 

Fletcher Harper Swift 

The Union colony at Greeley, Colorado, 1869-1871. Edited by James 
F. Willard, Ph.D., professor of history in the University of Colo- 
rado. [University of Colorado historical collections, Colonial series 
I] (Boulder, 1918. 412 p. $3.00) 
"With the present volume the University of Colorado begins the pub- 
lication of documents and other material primarily relating to the 
history of Colorado. It is proposed to issue similar volumes at frequent 
intervals in the future. After the colony series is completed, other 
subjects falling within the period before Colorado became a state will 
be dealt with. In every instance an attempt will be made to publish 
all the pertinent historical documents that can be found and that are 
not easily accessible elsewhere." Thus Mr. Willard introduces what 
promises to be an admirable collection of the sources of Colorado history 
— a collection which no serious student of the far west will wish to 
overlook. 

The volume at hand deals with the establishment of the community 
or "colony" at Greeley, and the first year and a half of its history. 
The great distance to the far west, the enduring dread of the Indians, 
the cut rates which an association of emigrants could command from the 
railways, the advantage of cooperation in such undertakings as the pur- 
chase of land and the digging of irrigation ditches — these and other 
considerations weighed heavily in favor of migration by groups. Of 
all the groups of colonists to come to Colorado perhaps the most suc- 
cessful was the Union colony at Greeley. The association was organized 
in New York, December 23, 1869, and with the helpful support of Horace 
Greeley in the New York Tribune succeeded in settling colonists upon the 
chosen site as early as April of the following year. The early history 
of this project is well set forth in the documents selected by Mr. Willard 
for publication. About one-third of the volume is devoted to the print- 
ing of ' ' Minutes ' ' of the initial meeting of the Union colony association, 
and of the board of trustees and executive committee which later took 
charge. Some of these documents are obtained from manuscript sources ; 
others are reprinted from Greeley's Tribune. Forty-five pages more are 
used to reproduce the ' ' Financial records ' ' of the colony — cashbook, 
journal, and ledger. Under the title ' ' Circulars ' ' the constitution of the 
colony and other interesting documents appear. Then follow "Lists 
of members," "Miscellaneous documents," "Private correspondence," 



